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The Rise and Fall of Hitler Year 6

Having previously studied ‘World War I’, the
pupils would have learnt about the signing of
the Armistice officially ending the war, in
1918. In 1919, the Treaty of Versailles outlined
the punishments and reparations imposed on
the German nation. In this unit, the pupils will
examine the impact of the Armistice and the
Treaty of Versailles had on German citizens,
many of whom believed the punishments to
be harsh and unjust.  The pupils will learn
about the rise of Adolf Hitler, and how the
surrender of Germany in 1918 shocked him. As
previously discussed in Year 5 ‘The French
Revolution’, pupils grapple with the idea that
during times of political instability, there is
growth in dictatorship. Throughout the unit,
the pupils will be building on their substantive
concept of nationalism. They will learn about
the nationalist political party known as the
Nazi party, and their racist ideology. 

World War II Year 6

This unit builds on chronologically from the
‘Rise of Hitler’ unit. Children begin by recalling
the causes and outbreak of World War II,
previously covered. If children have not
completed the ‘Rise of Hitler’ unit, teachers
may wish to spend some lesson time looking
at what happened at the start of World War II.
Throughout this unit, children will be
encouraged to make connections between
what they learned about World War I and
other wars in the past. 
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The Cold War Year 6

Chronologically following on from the ‘World
War II’ unit, this unit will challenge the pupils to
consider how the Cold War differed from other
wars they have previously studied (such as
World War I and World War II). The aftermath of
the World War II changed the global balance of
power, creating a polarised world led by two
competing superpowers: The United States of
American (USA) and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR). This global
competition is referred to as the Cold War as
the two superpowers never directly engaged in
combat (hot war). Before this unit, children
have learned about North America (Year 6) and
Eastern Europe (Year 4) in geography. 


